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From Indians to Skyscrapers, the County Has Seen Every Phase of American Life, With An 
Unbroken Line of Progress from the Formation of the County to the Present Day 

MS "ORB than a century baa 
passed since Hamilton Coun-

Tenn., came into exist-
ence as a eeparat* organiza-

tion. The county thus antedates the 
City of Chattanooga by about ten 
years. Hamilton County was estab-
lished by an act of Legislature passed 
on Oct. 25, 1819, and was BO named 
to perpetuate the memory of Alexan-
der Hamilton, once Secretary of the 
Treasury and famous in the early 
history of the Republic. 

Many of the early settlers in this 
section were Scotchmen, who came 
here soon after the Revolutionary 
War. Such names as McNair, Mc-
pherson, McDonald, Lowrie and 
Adair are in the early records. 

Cn 1816, Charles 
Gamble, who had 
b e e n D e p u t y 
Sheriff in Rhea 
County, m o v e d 
southward to Sale 
Creek, and, after 
t h e organization 
of the county, be-
came its f i r s t 
S h e r i f f . I t is 
stated that the 
first S h e r i f f s a l e 
w a s conducted 
near this creek, 
from which cir-

the creek received its 

JACK 
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cumstance 
name. 

At the t ime of the organization of 
the county there were 821 inhabitants, 
768 of whom were whites, 89 slaves 
and 18 free negroes. 

Harlen Poe was one of the pioneer 
residents of the county, and it was at 
his house, not far from Melville Sta-
tion on the Cincinnati Southern 
Road, that the f irst term of Circuit 
Court was held. From Mr. Poe's 
house, known in early times as Poe's 
Tavern, the courts were transferred 
to the house of Asahel Rawlings, who 
had settled near "Old Dallas," Dal-
las having become by law the county 
seat. Dallas was named for Alexan-
der James Dallas, an American 
statesman. T h e 
county seat re-
mained at Dallas 
until 1840, when 
it was removed to 
Yann's Town and 
soon afterward to 
Harrison, where 
it remained until 
1870, w h e n by 
vote of the people 
it was removed to 
Chattanooga. 

Deeds now in 
the H a m i l t o n 
C o u n t y records 
show that land 
sold for from $1 
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here about 1S20 
to $5 an acre. 

On Feb. 23, 1821, Richard Timber-
lake transferred to James Brown a 
tract of land on North Chickamauga 
Creek—640 acres—for $3,000. The 
first hill of sale recorded was by Ja-
cob Robertson to John Brown for two 
negroes, a woman and a boy, for $600. 
Brown was of the Cherokee Nation 
and appears to have been the princi-
pal slave buyer of the time. 

Expulsion of the Indians. 

While a large part of the county 
was occupied by the Cherokees until 
their expulsion in 1838, the white set-
tlers and the Indians rarely, if ever, 

had hostile en-
counters, the old 
t i m e w a r l i k e 
spirit of the Che-
rokees h a v i n g 
been subdued by 
experience w i t h 
the superior skill 
of the white man 
in his evident in-
tention to possess 
t h e soil. Until 
1818 the Chero-
kees lived on both 
sides of the river, 
but, under t h e 

treaty known as the 
Purchase, the Indians 
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terms of 
Hiawassee 
moved to the south side of the river, 
leaving the north side to the exclu-
sive occupancy of the white man. 

The removal of the Cherokees has 
been condemned aa unjust, tricky and 
fraudulent, and it has been defended 
on the ground that i t was best for the 
red men, as at the t ime the Chero-
kee Nation, consisting of about 18,000 
individuals, was surrounded by white 
people, the lower stratum of which 
race was ruining the young people of 
the tribe by teaching them the white 
men 's vices. 

Yet the removal did not involve the 
principle of self-determination. When 
the negotiations were being made the 
Indians were divided into two par-
ties, one led by John Ridge, the other 
by John Ross, both half-breeds and 
influential chiefs. Ross vigorously 
opposed the ratification of a treaty 
providing for the removal, while 
Ridge favored it. The proportion of 
the Ridge party to that led by Ross 
was about 440 to 17,800, yet a 
"treaty" was made in 1835 with the 
Ridge portion of the nation. 

Remonstrances came from Ross 
and his chiefs, from the great masses 
of the Cherokees and from numerous 
citizens of the United States. Ridge 
and his followers left for their new 
home, but Ross and his party, not 
believing a treaty which he consider-
ed iniquitous and oppressive could be 
carried out, remained. In 1838 sol-
diers under the command of General 
Winfield Scott appeared here and-
gathered the Indians together, and 
the journey on flatboats and over the 
Cherokee Trail, now marked beneath 
Signal Mountain, began. Owing to 
the lateness and heat of the season, 
many were permitted to remain until 
the ensuing Fall, when, under a con 
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United States Government, Ross him-
self led his people to their new re-
servation in the Indian Territory. 

An incident of the later days of the 
county, but which was connected 
with the early history, was the find-
ing of about 200 skeletons in a cave 
about 100 yards from the mouth of 
Cltico Creek on the farm of Frank 
Gardenhire. It was stated that they 
were the remains of occupants of a 
flatboat who had been killed by the 
Indians of long ago, the bodies being 
concealed in the cave. 

Courts and Schools. 
By 1856 Chattanooga had become so 

large that the principal business of 
the county centred here, but the 
county seat was still at Harrison. For 
the convenience of the Chattanoogans 
"the Law Court of Chattanooga" was 
established and met for the first time 
on the first Monday of June, 1858, 
John C. Gaut presiding and Elbert A. 
Glenn officiating as clerk. This court 
held sessions here until 1870, when 
the county seat was removed to Chat-
tanooga. A Chancery Court for Chat-
tanooga was established in 1859, with 
T. Nixon Van Dyke of Athens as 
Chancellor. 

Although a public school System 
was established by the Legislature of 
1867, with E. O. Tade as the first 
County Superintendent, serving four 
years at a salary of $700 a year, no 
schoolhouses were erected until 1875. 
With W. O. Beene as Superintendent, 
four schoolhouses were built about 
that time, in the Second, Fourth, 
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Eleventh and Fifteenth Districts. 
Subsequent Superintendents of the 
early days were H. F. Rogers, A. 
Shelton and H. B. Heywood. In 
1875 the salary of the Superintendent 
was reduced to $300 a year, and it 
remained at that figure until 1883, 
when it was raised to $600. 

In 1867 the school fund of the coun-
ty was $1 a pupil. In 1882 it had 
risen to $2.50. Under Tade the schools 
were taught one month a year. By 
1885 there was a five-month session. 
In that year there were forty school-

houses in the county, worth about 
$500 each. The salaries of teachers 
averaged about $33 a month. 

Hamilton County's schools now 
have an enrolment of more than 
15,000, with 503 teachers employed. 
There are only seven one-room 
schools in the county. A teachers' 
retirement fund has been established. 

How Sale Creek got its name has 
already been told. Daisy was named 
for Daisy Parks, a daughter of 
Thomas Parks, Vice President of the 
Tabular Crudup Coal and Coke Com-

pany. Daisy Postoff iee was estab-
lished in 1883. Melville was named 
for Melville Adams, who gave a 
piece of land to the Cincinnati South-
ern Railroad with the understanding 
that a station should be built there. 
Melville was established as Chicka-
mauga in 1850 and changed to Mel-
ville in 1878. 

Hixson was originally named Look-
out. King's Point was named for 
John King, who sold 500 acres to 
the King's Point Town Company 
upon which to build a town. Harri-

son, the former county seat, honors 
the memory of President William 
Henry Harrison. At the time of its 
greatest prosperity it contained about 
1,000 people. 

Tyner was founded by Captain 
Tyner and received its name, origi-
nally Tynerville, in 1858. Chicka-
muga also was founded in 1858. It 
was first called "Pull Tight," so 
named because of the extreme ten-
acity of the mud. Fairmount Post-
office was established in 1872. 

The first Postmaster of the town 

of Lookout Mountain was Charles C. 
Carpenter, a well-known educator, 
appointed in 1867. The postoffiee at 
Wauhatchie was established in 1866. 
Whiteside was named for Colonel 
James A. Whiteside, one of the pro-
moters of the Nashville Railroad. 
Hill City, originally Harveytown, 
came into existence as a postoffiee 
in 1883, Mission Ridge in 1884, Red 
Bank in 1875. The postoffiee of 
Soddy is one of the oldest in the 
county, having been established in 
1829 with William Clift as Postmas-

CATHOLIC CHURCH GREW 
FROM A LITTLE MISSION 

A Notable Line of Priests Brought About the 
Development of the Parish to Its Present 

Importance 
IGHTY-SEVEN year® ago 

Chattanooga was established 
as a centre of missionary ac-
tivity for the Catholic Church. 

The story of the church in the city 
has been compiled by the Very Rev. 
V. F. O'Daniel in his "Life of Bishop 
Miles" and by the Rev. William 
Walsh, in the publication, "Facts ." 
Both sources are used in this story. 

In 1841 Father Maguire made Chat-
tanooga a centre of missionary ac-
tivity. Father Jacquet, who suc-
ceeded him, did the same, while 
Father Brown, one of Tennessee's 
most noted early missionaries, 
spent by far the greater part of his 
priestly life here. 

Father Maguire certainly built a 
little temporary church in the vi-
cinity of the city as early as 1841, 
which was the first Catholic house 
of prayer in Eastern Tennessee. 

Father Jacquet seems to have had 
one book of records for all his mis-
sions which he retained for himself 
after Father Brown succeeded him 
at Chattanooga and which in all 
likelihood is now lost. "Facts ," in 
its issues of Aug. 4 and 18, 1894, says 
that in May, 1847, Father Jacquet 
baptized Helen Deady in the neigh-
borhood of Chattanooga; but there 
can be no doubt that he also bap-
tized a number in the city both be-
fore and after that date. The earliest 
baptism now on record at Sts. Peter 
and Pauls is that of Mary Ellen, 
daughter of John and Margaret Fitz-
gibbon. The date was Feb. 10, 1852. 
James Cleary and Ellen Kiley acted 
as godparents; Father Brown ad-

tract ns^de by John Roes and the ministered the sacrament. 

Father Jacquet said mass in a hall 
on the second-story of the Bryant 
Building, on Market Street, near 
the river, and at times in the house 
of Michael Harrington, near the foot 
of Cameron Hill. Joseph Ruohs was 
one of those who attended divine 
service in these places. The first 
Catholic church in Chattanooga was 
erected on a lot of Harrington, on 
Pine Street, close to his house. 

Records of the Hamilton County 
Court House substantiate the old 
tradition that Father Brown, acting 
under the direction of Bishop Miles, 
secured a great deal of land on Bran-
ham Hill, which he sold to Catho-
lics at cost price in order to keep 
them in Chattanooga and have them 
locate near the church. 

Enshrined in the hearts of Chat-
tanooga Catholics is the name of the 
Rev. H. V. Brown of Puritan des-
cent, the first resident pastor who 
was loved by all classes wherever 
he labored. Born in the East and 
of service to both sides in the Civil 
War, his sympathy was with the 
South. H e began a magnificent 
stone church at Chattanooga, the 
foundation of which, according to 
Father O'Daniel, either he or Father 
Bremans had completed when the 
war broke out. 

Father Ryan's Service. 
The "martyr priest" is the manner 

in which Father Patrick Ryan is as-
sociated in thought. To him was 
given charge of the church in Chat-
tanooga. He erected a Gothic build-
ing and introduced the Dominican 

CHATTANOOGA PRIESTS 
FROM PIONEER TIMES 

Following is a list of the priests 
who have served the Catholic 
parish of Chattanooga, beginning 
with "pioneer days: 
Rev. J. M. Jaquet, Rev. P. O'Brien, 
Rev. H. V. Brown, R e v . Patrick Ryan, 
Rev. J. A. Bergrath. R e v > p G i e a s o n i 

J. Mailoj\ John Bertaszi, 
Rev. M. J. Flnne- R e v - B. J . McNally, 

gan, Rev. Wm. Walsh, 
Rev. P . l h Hen- Rev. T. V. Tobin, 

dricks, Rev. F . T. Sullivan. 

Sisters, who have flince been the 
teachers of the Notre Dame School. 
When the yellow fever broke out in 
Chattanooga in 1878, Father Ryan 
was at his post, ministering to the 
sick and dying until he was stricken. 
He died in September, 1879, and is 
buried at Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

The Rev. P. J. Gleason, during his 
two years' pastorate, purchased 
Mount Olivet Cemetery, and under 
the pastorate of the Rev. William 
Walsh the present St. Peter and 
Pauls was erected. For two years 
it was in the course of building, and 
it was dedicated on June 29, 1890. 
The altars of carved oak, the Sta-
tions of the Cross in relief and the 
structure of Gothic type costing 
$140,000 remain a monument to his 
energy, zeal and good taste. 

The Rev. Thomas V. Tobin was 
not a brick-and-mortai-type of pas-
tor, although the present home of 
the Dominican Sisters was erected 
during his pastorate. H e gave of 
his best to his church, to his people 
and to his city during sixteen and 
two-thirds years, and his successor, 
the Rev. Francis T. Sullivan, by his 
energy and ability, has freed Sts. 
Peter and Paul's of all debt, and has 
had erected the new rectory and the 
new Notre Dame, a model school. 
Under his pastorate the church has 
made valuable acquisitions in prop-
erty, t,nd it h^s expanded under his 
leadership. 

iENTS TELL STORY 
OF CIVIL WAR HEROES 

The Sculptor Has Told in Granite and Bronze 
kThe History of the Long Struggle That 

Centered About Chattanooga 

A" R T has come to play a leading 
part in writing enduring his-
tory in Chattanooga and its 
immediate vicinity. The story 

of the Civil War struggle for this 
key section is told in marble, granite 
and bronze at every point of the com-
pass. 

One may trace from bronze tab-
lets the scenes of the great drama. 
Here and there great shafts arise to 
give emphasis to particular bits of 
historic glory. Chattanooga National 
Park is dotted with tributes to valor. 

From the crest of Lookout Moun-
tain to the long line that marks Mis-
sionary Ridge, the sculptor has left 
the imprint of his genius in martial 
tributes. 

Memorial to Peace. 
On the summit of Lookout Moun-

tain stands the Peace Memorial 
monument erected by the State of 
New York at a cost of $100,000. 

TWELFTH CORPS FROM T H E 
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC WHO 
TOOK PART IN THE BATTLES 
A N D MILITARY OPERATIONS 
A B O U T CHATTANOOGA I N 
OCTOBER A N D NOVEMBER, 
1863. 
On one of the stones forming the 

base is the inscription: 
REUNITED — ONE COUNTRY 

AGAIN AND ONE COUNTRY 
FOREVER. 
The quotation is from a speech 

made by the then President William 
McKinley in Atlanta on Dec. 15,1898. 

Illinois Monument. 
In that memorable charge up Mis-

sionary Ridge on the afternoon of 
Nov. 25, 1863, the centre of Sheri-
dan's division reached the summit 
at a point now marked by Bragg's 
observation tower and the Illinois 
monument, which is eighty feet in 
height over all and is topped with 
a bronze figure twelve feet in height 
representing Peace. At the base, 

With a height of ninety-two feet from twenty-one by twenty-one feet square, 
the ground to the top of the bronze 
figures, this monument is a com-
manding feature of Point Park. 

Granite from Clark's Island, Me., 
forms the material of the shaft, ex-
cept the bronze figures, which are 
the work of Hinton Perry, sculptor. 

Inscriptions on the monument are 
extensive and embrace much infor-
mation of historical character. The 
main inscription is as follows: 

THIS MONUMENT IS E R E C T E D 
B Y A GRATEFUL COMMON-
WEALTH I N COMMEMORATION 
OF T H E SERVICES OF T H E 
OFFICERS A N D SOLDIERS OF 
T H E STATF. OF N E W YORK 
I N THE E L E V E N T H A N D 

are four other bronze figures rep-
resenting the infantry, artillery, 
cavalry and sailor divisions. Material 
of the monument is North Carolina 
granite from Mount Airy. 

Georgia Monument. 
Most imposing of all monuments 

in the Poe Field at Chickamauga 
Park is that erected by the State of 
Georgia. It has a height of sixty-
three feet f ive inches, and stands on 
a base twenty-nine feet square. 
Bronze figures at the base represent 
the infantry, cavalr? and artillery. 
Material of the monument is Georgia 
granite. The inscription reads: 

ter. The Soddy Coal Company com-
menced mining coal in 1867. 

Politically, Hamilton County, after 
the election of General Jackson to 
the Presidency in 3.3S2, was generally 
Whig. In 1836 the county gave Mar-
tin Van Buren 158 votes and the 
Whig candidate, Hugh L. White, 215. 
Henry Clay carried the county over 
James K. Polk in 1844 by 644 to 624. 
In the election of 1860 Abraham Lin-
coln seems not to have been running 
in this county, the records showing 
that John C. Breckinridge received 
820 votes, John Bell 1,074 and Ste-
phen A. Douglas 165. In 1868 the 
county gave Grant 1,273 votes and 
Seymour 389. Grant also won over 
Horace Greely in 1872 by 1,098 to 163. 
Again the county went Republican in 
1876, Hayes carrying it over Tilden 
by about 200 votes. Garfield won 
the county in 1880 and Blaine beat 
Cleveland here in 1884, receiving 
3,829 votes to Cleveland's 2,439. 

In Gubernatorial elections follow-
ing the war, the county almost in-
variably went Republican, but it 
shifted about in the election of 
county officers. The first County 
Clerk was Asahel Rogers, who re-
mained in office until 1840. Subse-
quent clerks of the old days were R. 
Henderson, 1847, and in later years 
James H. Robertson, George W. 
Arnett, Charles W. Vinson, R. H. 
Gutherie, J. H. Hardie and L. M. 
Clark. 

The first Judges of the Circuit 
Court were Thomas Keith, George 
W. Rowles and John C. Gaut. Fol-
lowing these were George W. 
Bridges, W. L. Adams, John B. Hoyl 
and D. C. Trewhitt. John A. Moon, 
Floyd Estill and M. M. Allison were 
later Judges of this court. C. W. 
Lusk is the present Judge. 

Early Chancellors were Thomas L. 
Williams, T. Nixon Van Dyke, A. G. 
Welcker, D. M. Key, Daniel Trew-
hitt, William M. Bradford, Summer-
field A. Key and Thomas M. McCon-
nell. The present Chancellor is 
W. B. Garvin. 

Old-time Sheriffs were Charles 
Rogers, James C. Connor, Milo Coul-
ter, William H. Bean, Charles B. 
Champion and Jack Springfield. 

Registers of former days included 
James S. Varnell, A. G. W. Puckett, 
John F. Hamill and H. C. Beck; Tax 
Collectors, James Rogers, Joseph 
Yarnell, Mel Adams and D. B. Rags-
dale; Circuit Court Clerks, Daniel 
Henderson, B. C. Connor t E. ' 
Glass and C. W. Vinson. 

Ante-bellum members of th'* 
la.ture XALUi c from J. J. Ulll Hamilton nfcUJLiii tun Co1 

t^o1 

To the lasting memory of all her 
sons who fought on this field— 
those who fought and lived and 
those who fought and died, those 
who gave much and those who 
gave all—Georgia erects this monu-
ment. 

Kentucky Monument. 
Because the Blue Grass State con-

tributed many of her sons to both 
the Blue and the Gray, the State of 
Kentucky dedicated its monument in 
Chickamauga Park to the heroes of 
both armies with this eloquent in-
scription: 

As we are united in life, and they 
united in death, let one monument 
perpetuate their deeds, and one 
people, forgetful of all asperities, 
forever hold in grateful remem-
brance all of the glories of the ter-
rible conflict which made all men 
free and retained every star on 
the Nation's f lag. 
This monument is forty-three feet 

seven inches in height and is sur-
mounted by a bronze figure repre-
senting the Goddess of War. 

Other Important Shafts. 
The State of Ohio has built its trib-

ute on the Cravens Reservation. 
Lookout Mountain. It towers seven-
ty-five feet, including the surmount-
ing eagle. Its base is twenty-one feet 
square, and the monument is built of 
Mount Airy (N. C.) granite of the 
f inest grade. The eagle at the top of 
the shaft has a wing spread of ten 
feet eight inches. 

Ohio has also erected on Missionary 
Ridge a Barry granite monument 
that rises eighty feet on a base twen-
ty-five feet square. The artillery, the 
infantry and a drummer boy are rep-
resented by the figures at the base. 
The seal of the State is carved on 
the face of the monument. 

Florida has erected at Chickamauga 
Park a State tribute twenty-four feet 
high. The bronze f igure of a sol-
dier at parade rest surmounts a 
granite pedestal. 

These are a few of the striking 
memorials that give such never-end-
ing interest to the city and its en-
virons. 

eluded J.*""""" Preston, ~ 
Greene, Juries W. Griilespie, Da 
R. Rawlings. .T»mos A whitm. 
John C. Burns and Daniel C. Tre\. 
hitt. 

Creation of a Judgeship. 
In 1856 the Legislature provided 

for a County Judge for Hamilton 
County. John Fletcher White, father 
of George T. White, was the first 
Judge. Two years after its passage 
the act was repealed, but it was re-
enacted in 1867, when A. G. Puckett 
became the Judge. He was succeed-
ed by R. C. McRee. Hugh Whiteside 
was the next Judge, followed by 
S. M. Walker. Joe V. Williams 
served an ad interim term after 
Judge Walker's death. Sam Conner 
and Will Cummings were later 
Judges. 

Hamilton County gave the district 
an able and distinguished Attorney 
General in General Francis M. 
Walker, who later, as a gallant Con-
federate officer, lost his life in the 
Battle of Atlanta. 

Hamilton County and Chattanooga 
also furnished the nation with one 
Cabinet Minister, David M. Key, who 
was Postmaster General in the Cabi-
net of President Hayes. Judge Key 
was honored above all other men of 
the Hamilton County bar. 

Five men from this county have 
been sent to the United States Senate 
—Spencer Jarnagin, D. M. Key, J. B. 
Frazier, Robert L. Taylor, who at 
one time lived in Chattanooga, and 
Newell Sanders, who was appointed 
to succeed Senator Taylor. Colonel 
James A. Whiteside, before the Civil 
War, came within one vote of being 
elected Senator by the Legislature. 

Colonel William H. De Witt was a 
member of the Confederate Congress. 
Five members of the local bar held 
the off ice of United States District 
Attorney — General Xen Wheeler, 
James H. Bible, James A. Warder, 
A. H. Pettibone and John A. Minnis. 
Two were Assistant District Attor-
neys—H. M. Wiltse and W. B. Ste-
phens. Two have sat on the bench 
of the United States Court—D. M. 
Key and C. D. Clark—while several 
from this county have been sent to 
Congress. Among them were John 
A. Moon, Foster V. Brown, Joe 
Brown, a son of Foster Brown, and 
the present Congressman, S. D. Mc-
Reynolds. 

The county is one of the largest 
and most wealthy in Tennessee. Its 
assessed values as of Jan. 1, 1928, 
were $158,000,000. The actual values 
are in excess of $250,000,000. The 
county may borrow, under the law, 
up to 10 per cent, of its tax assess-
ment. It has only $6,686,000 in 
bonds, which includes $500,000 re-
cently issued for highway construc-
tion. 

The tax rate is 90 cents per $100 of 
valuation, plus 10 cents pike tax, 10 
cents for district roads and '20 cents 
State tax, making the total $1.30. 
Thirty per cent, of the 90-cent tax 
goes to county elementary schools 
and .129 per cent, to county high 
schools. 

The area of the county is 576 square 
miles, of which 26 square miles are 
in the City of Chattanooga and other 
incorporated areas. The 1920 Fed-
eral census gave the county 115,954 
population. It is now estimated at 

-150,000. 


